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there is not a more striking instance of witnessing to the
. death for the Lord Jesus than was manifested by Vilayat
Ali, in the Chandnee Chauk of Delhi, when, surrounded
by infuriated Muhammadans calling on him to recant or
die, he declared Christ to be his Saviour and Lord, and
when falling under the swords of his enemies uttered
with his last breath the prayer of Stephen, " Lord y<es?ts,
receive my spirit? The account is furnished by a witness
of the scene. There were defections, but if our view be
confined to Christians connected with the different mis-
sions they were remarkably few, fewer, it is affirmed, than
those of Europeans and East Indians. One whom I
knew well, though he was not of our Mission, apostatized
to save his life, and died most miserably, abandoned by
his new fellow-religionists, and tenderly watched by those
whom he had left. Full details of the conduct of the
native Christians in that terrible crisis are given by Mr.
Sherring in his book, " The Indian Church during the Great
Rebellion." This book had, I believe, a considerable cir-
culation when it was published, but like many other good
books it has passed into oblivion. The information it
contains was furnished by persons intimately acquainted
with the facts, and is very valuable as proving the genuine-
ness and constancy of native Christian piety* It gives
more insight into the real character of the native Christian
community than can be obtained by perusal of large
volumes full of ordinary mission details. The friends
of missions would do good service by seeking its re-
publication.
The loyalty of the native Christians to the British
Government, as well as the constancy of their Christian
faith, was strikingly shown throughout the Mutiny. This
loyalty was maintained amidst much fitted to discourage